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I’M GRATEFUL 
you do what you do 
for a living. I proba-
bly could not do what 
you do. I might be 
just plain lousy at it!

The job I was worst 
at in my life — at 
least I had the 
greatest potential for 
harming people in it — was babysitting. 
As a kid, we lived in a teacherage next 
to the school where my parents worked 
in South Heart, N.D. Our home was 
connected to two apartments (a most 
unique set-up!). Anyway, once, when 
I was babysitting kids in one of the 
apartments, I fell asleep and woke 
up in my parents’ walk-in closet. Yes, 
I had taken a little sleep-walk while 
babysitting, which is not a good quality 
in a babysitter. I do think, despite my 
negligence, the kids I was supposed to 
watch did achieve adulthood. I haven’t 
heard otherwise.

In second place in the jobs I was bad at 
is theme-park handyman. My un-hand-
iness may even have led to the park’s 
demise, but at least no one’s life was in 
danger in the very short time I worked 
there (except my own). 

Then there was the oil field roust-
about job in oil-rich western North 
Dakota. Surprisingly, I actually made 

it two summers on 
this job. The com-
pany I worked for 
built roads into oil 
field drilling sites. 
The crew I worked 
with built fence and 
installed culverts 
and did a few other 
things I had no clue 
how to do. Good thing Curt and Bugsy 
showed me what to do. So I shoveled. I 
stretched barbed wire wearing my new 
leather gloves. I sort of stunk at this oil 
field construction job, although I did 
manage to be a Jesus witness a time 

or two.

What’s the point of these 
ramblings about jobs I 
was lousy at? September 
is the month we pause for 
Labor Day observances. 
I’m grateful so many peo-
ple are good at their jobs. 
I admire you folks who 
can, with great skill, build 
things, repair things, 
clean things, sew things 
and cook things.

I admire you childcare 
providers who give little 
ones a happy and secure 
place to stay, and you 

babysitters who do stay alert and keep 
kids safe. I admire you moms and dads 
and you grandparents who take great 
care of your kids and grandkids.

I admire you teachers, secretaries, 
accountants, you office workers, pro-
duction workers, grocery store workers, 
and you healthcare workers.

Believe it or not, God is extending His 
care into this world and into our lives 
through you.

Believe it! Your work is important. It’s 
essential. God is serving us and many 
others through you.

This Labor Day I’m going to thank God 
for you, His hands in this world. If I did 
what you do, I’d probably stink at it. 
I’m glad you don’t. 

But I’m glad God called and equipped 
me to be a pastor. 

Your pastor and the other 75 or so 
called pastors in the South Dakota 
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See JOB, page 3

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

I’M GLAD YOU’RE GOOD 
AT YOUR JOB!
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Faith Lutheran Church Pierre 
sees the Fourth of July as an 
opportunity to celebrate our 

freedom to engage and spread God’s 
word to the community! Church mem-
bers constructed a parade float with 
the theme, “Building Lives for Christ,” 
a project that involved donations of 
time, treasures and talents. Parade 
entries included the float, as well as 
Faith’s newly acquired motor coach. 

The motor coach has been described 
as a traveling Gospel message due to 
Bible verses printed on its side panels. 
Some 40 people were involved with this 
outreach, with at least a dozen walking 
alongside the float and handing out 
items with Gospel messages of hope to 
the crowd. Thousands of tracts were 
handed out to adults and thousands 
of mini-frisbees and small books to 
children.

FREEDOM IN CHRIST FOR THE FOURTH

Standing with the float are, from left, 
Julio Cesar, Carolyn Ryckman, Pedro Cesar, 
Andrew and Nelly Nord, Scott Fuerst, 
Janice Deal, Cassandra Ryckman, Samuel 
Ryckman, Paul, Cathy, Julia and Anna 
Handschke, Anita Austin, Becky Spitzer, 
Greg Buntrock, Dean and Kelly VandeWiele, 
Cindy Canode, Peter Iversen, Dennis 
Ryckman and Josh Ryckman.

THE NEW concrete park-
ing lot of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, rural Hartford, 
was dedicated on July 17 
following its 9 a.m. worship 
service. Tim Totton, congre-
gational president, cut the 
ribbon. Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund provided a 
church improvement loan 
to assist with the project. 

Trinity members 
James Kunkel 
(left) and Gary 
Elsesser hold the 
ribbon while Tim 
Totton, congrega-
tional president, 
has the cutting 
honors.

Vicar Joseph is pictured with his wife, 
Faith, and their son, Abraham.

Joseph Greenmyer 
was installed as the 
vicar at Zion, Mitchell, 

on July 24. Vicars typically 
spend their third year as a 
seminary student serving 
at a church where they 
are assigned. They then 
return to the seminary for 
a final year of on-campus 
education, after which most 
receive their first call into 
the pastoral ministry.

Joseph is enrolled at 
Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. He and his wife, Faith, 
have one child, Abraham. 
Joseph’s supervising pastor 
is Rev. Dan Grimmer, Zion 
senior pastor.

Zion, Mitchell, receives new vicar

New parking 
lot in Hartford



SEPTEMBER 2022  /  3

DISTRICT NEWS

JOB  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

District try to do their best in 
their work as God’s spokes-
men and shepherds. They get 
to tell people of the great and 
gracious things He has done. 
They tell us of Christ’s work, 
which could not be done by 
anyone else. His loving sacri-
fice was sufficient to redeem 
the world from sin. Then He 
rose from the dead, thereby 
assuring us of everlasting life.

Our pastors get to share that 
message. That’s their chief 
work.

BANNER OF LOVE
O

n May 20, a group of 29 missionaries 
began a 10-day trip from Faith, Pierre, to 
Ysleta Lutheran Mission, El Paso, Texas, 
in their newly purchased and remodeled 

motor coach. 

This is the fifth year for a group to go to Juárez, 
Mexico ( just south of El Paso), for a week to share 
the Gospel, hand out Bibles and tracts, build 
homes, help with food distribution and coordinate 
a vacation Bible school. The group raises funds by a 
“rent-a-worker” system, which involves people from 
the community hiring a part or all of the group to 
rake a lawn, paint a deck, trim trees and participate 
in many other assorted projects. This money the 
missionaries earned was used to purchase the mo-
tor coach and fund the materials for the two homes 
built and the other materials and travel costs. 

The motor coach added a perfect new element to 
the mission trip. With it, the missionaries gained 
more opportunities to share the Gospel and did so 
at many Loves gas stations along their travels. With 
the motor coach, missionaries also build more of a 
community among team members, taking part in 
Bible studies and singing worship songs. 

Moreover, the bus itself is an enormous banner 
sharing the Gospel. The messages written on the 
motor coach are: “In Christ Alone, My Hope Is 
Found,” “Jesus Said, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life;’ ” “Fix Your Eyes on Jesus;” and “Moving 
Faith into Action.” The motor coach was show-
cased as an entry in the recent Fort Pierre Fourth 
of July parade and will (God willing) be used for 
many trips by the Faith community and the greater 
South Dakota community.

Twenty-nine 
missionaries 
from Faith, 
Pierre, 
traveled 
to Ysleta 
Lutheran 
Mission in El 
Paso in the 
church’s new 
motor coach. 

It’s your work, too! Added 
to whatever you excellent 
workers do is another 
excellent work — to declare 
the excellencies of our God 
who called us out of the 
darkness of sin and into His 
marvelous light (see 1 Peter 
2:9–10).

I’m glad you do what you 
do. May God continue to 
use you as His hands and 
His voice!

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Scott Sailer

“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25–27

Rev. Arthur Drehman, pastor of Our Savior, St. George, Utah, 
accepted a call as pastor to Our Savior, Willmot, and Trinity, 
Corona, July 25. 

Rev. Dr. Scott Lemmermann, pastor of Ascension, Raytown, 
Mo., is prayerfully considering a call as pastor to Zion, 
Canistota, and St. John, Montrose, July 17.

Rev. Joshua Keinath, candidate, Denison, Iowa, declined a call 
as sole pastor to Emanuel, Milbank, Aug. 13.

Rev. Corey Aker, senior pastor of Faith, Sioux Falls, declined a 
call to Immanuel, Spirit Lake, Iowa, Aug. 13.

Rev. Clint Thorson, pastor of St. John, Howard, and Our Savior, 
Madison, declined a call to Trinity, Fort Morgan, Colo., Aug. 2.

Rev. Paul Winckler, lead associate pastor of Zion, Rapid City, 
is prayerfully considering a call as district executive secretary, 
Aug. 4.

Call Information
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How will YOU celebrate LWML Sunday?

The theme for 2022 is “For Us and With 
Us,” and is based on Rom. 8:31–39. 

The apostle Paul writes that we are all 
faced with challenges that are greater 
than our own strength can fix. Christ, 
who is for us and with us, makes us 
conquerors through Him who loves us. 
By hearing God’s Word, we are encour-
aged because we have the victory that 
is ours through our baptism. We can 
confidently live each day as we put our 
trust in Christ.

The author of the materials for LWML 
Sunday is Rev. Dr. Ryan Peterson, 
vice-president of Administration at Con-
cordia University, Ann Arbor (CUAA). 
Dr. Peterson was the campus pastor at 
CUAA and previously a congregation-
al pastor. At lwml.org/lwml-sunday, 
you will find many materials that can 
be printed for use in your church for 
LWML Sunday. Please let your pastor 
know! Materials include bulletin bytes, 
bulletin covers, the full worship service, 

a children’s 
message and a 
sermon. 

I pray that you 
are gathering 
again for Bible 
studies and 
servant events 
in your groups 
and zones. I 
look forward to 
seeing you at the 
Christian Life Workshops in Mitchell 
and Spearfish. “Walk in Love” as Christ 
has loved you.

LWML SUNDAY is usually the first Sunday in October, 
but can be celebrated any month of the year. 

LWML HILITES

See HEART, page 6

patty’s ponderings

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President

pierre zone update
GET TO KNOW YOUR 

Heart to 
Heart 
Sisters

The Pierre Zone has had a lot to 
reflect on over the past year. The 
zone hosted its 2021 fall rally in 

Gettysburg. Rev. Dr. Cory Rajek, LCMS 
missionary who previously served as 
senor pastor of Faith, Pierre, shared 
about his vocation as a seminary profes-
sor in Riga, Latvia.

Barb Schneider was elected 
vice-president and Crystal Kinkler was 
elected secretary/treasurer. Jan Larson 
is currently serving as vacancy 
president.

Eleven members attended the LWML 
district convention in Yankton in June. 

Our zone is well represented in the 
district: 
▶ Melissa Vance is treasurer 
▶  Luann Zuercher is the newly elected 

secretary 
▶  Jan Larson is the vice-president of 

Gospel Outreach 
▶ Mary Jo Stier is parliamentarian 
▶ Lurene Denke is district historian 

We are thankful that we can serve the 
Lord with gladness!

Do you remember being the new-
bie … new to the neighborhood, 
school, job, church, LWML group? 

Some people find being a new person 
exciting, but most of us find it hard. Take 
a moment to re-imagine the feelings you 
had as a new person and the questions 
you had. Your heart feels like it will beat 
out of your chest. You don’t know what 
to say. You don’t understand what those 
around you are saying. 

LWML? Mite box? Huh? 

Now try to imagine feeling that way, but 
you feel very different from everyone else 
in the crowd — a crowd of people who 
don’t look like you, sound like you or 

maybe even don’t speak the same 
language. 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod is changing as families relo-
cate. In addition, more families are 
joining our churches through mul-
ticultural ministries. As a result, we 
have opportunities to welcome wom-
en from different backgrounds and 
cultures into the LWML. Sometimes 
it is as easy as inviting our new sister 
to our next meeting, but sometimes 
more planning is required. 

The Heart to Heart — Sisters of 
All Nations district program is an 
intentional effort to welcome and 
encourage women of all nations to 
participate in the life and service of 
Lutheran Women in Mission.

Being new is hard. Being new, having 
a different cultural background and 
speaking a different language can 
create barriers. Kay Nelson and I 
are trained to assist your group in 
motivating, equipping and provid-
ing opportunities for multicultural 
women in your LCMS congregation 
to serve the church, participate in 
LWML, witness to the world and 
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If you have a hymnal, I invite you 
to pick it up and read the hymn, “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” written 

by Martin Luther. At the end of the 
third verse is the line, “One little word 
subdues him,” referring to Satan. Over 
the years I have wondered what that 
one little word was. In college, I did a 
lot of searching for the answer and was 
absolutely confounded. 

One day I spoke with one of my theol-
ogy professors about it. He looked me 
in the eye and said with all love, “Clint! 
You know that word! That word is 
‘Baptism!’ ”

At first, I thought that “Baptism” 
couldn’t possibly be the word. But over 
the years since then, I realized that my 
professor wasn’t talking about the word 
“Baptism” itself, so much as the Word 

LWML HILITES

Rev. Clint O. 
Thorson
LWML District  
Counselor

Hello. My name is 
Heather Miller and I 
am pleased to introduce 

myself as the new vice-president of 
Communications. I am a baptized 
child of God, a preschool teacher, a 
daughter, sister, aunt and friend. I 
love to explore our beautiful state, 
take long walks (especially in the 
country near my grandparents’ farms), read books, 
garden and crochet. I also love to travel to Guatemala 
with a medical mission team each summer. 

I got started in LWML when I graduated from college. 
My grandma was involved in LWML and inspired me 
with the way she showed Jesus’ love to others. My mom 
also showed her faith with the way she lovingly served 
those around her. LWML has given me many ways to 
support missions throughout the LCMS and to be a 
missionary to the people whom God puts in my midst. 
I have served as secretary for the South Dakota LWML 
Board of Directors for the past four years, and I look 
forward to continuing that service in my new role. 

MEET THE NEW  

VP of Communications

WHAT’S YOUR 80?
As the LWML celebrates its 
80th year (1942–2022), LWML 
groups across the country are an-
swering this question. Members 
of the Dorcas Group/LWML at 
Our Redeemer, Custer, spon-
sored a baby shower to bless the 
Black Hills Pregnancy Center in 
Rapid City. The goal was to col-
lect 80 items between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day. 

The Dorcas Group exceeded its 
goal, with the help of a Thrivent 
grant and generous donations 
from the Our Redeemer con-
gregation. The ladies thank God 
this agency is available to love 
and support uncertain mothers 
and fathers, and praises God 
that Our Redeemer could love 
and support the agency by an-
swering “What’s your 80?”

in Baptism. In Baptism we receive the 
promise, seal and guarantee from God 
our Father through Jesus Christ by the 
Holy Spirit, so that through Baptism, 
God says of you and me, “Mine!” 

In Baptism, you are taken from the 
devil by God. That word uttered by 
Jesus through water and the Word 
“fells” Satan and all his schemes. In fact, 
Luther was so confident in this promise 
that he wrote a baptismal rite in which 
he orders Satan to leave this newly bap-
tized child of God alone and to praise 
the Holy Spirit for taking the child away 
from his own grasp. 

Luther can do this because he knows 
God’s power to save and protect. He 
knows Jesus defeated sin, death and 
the devil by His death and resurrection, 
so He demands that even our ancient 

What’s that ‘ONE LITTLE WORD?’
counselor’s corner

enemy, the devil, 
praise Almighty 
God for the en-
trance of another 
soul into God’s 
mighty fortress. 

We, too, can be 
this confident in 
the little Word of 
Baptism and rely 
on God’s mighty 
fortress, in which 
we are now sheltered. We, too, can go 
forth unashamed and unafraid into 
a broken and hurting world, sharing 
God’s grace and mercy with those we 
encounter. 

Sheltered by God in His mighty for-
tress, nothing can harm you or take you 
from God’s gracious grasp. Amen.
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What if you don’t 
have multicultural 
congregations in your 
area? 
•  Find out how you can support the 

South Dakota District’s effort to reach out 
to multicultural communities by contacting 
the district office or visiting sddlcms.org/
mission-ministries.

•  Contact Kay Nelson and me to learn more 
about the Heart to Heart — Sisters of All 
Nations program in South Dakota: 
sdlwml.org/heart-2-heart-sisters. 

•  Visit the Heart to Heart — Sisters of All Na-
tions page at the national LWML website: 
lwml.org/heart-to-heart.

grow in your relationships as sisters 
in Christ. We want to visit with you 
and support your group in estab-
lishing and maintaining these new 
relationships. 

God has created each of us in His 
image, yet we are all uniquely made. 
When we invite, encourage and 
help all sisters feel included, they 
too bring vitality and unique gifts 
in service to the church and the 
LWML. 

Connecting with them requires an 
intentional and ongoing effort, and 
we are here to help. 

Christ’s Peace and Joy, Brooke Aker
Heart to Heart District Leader
Rom. 8:28

Members of St. Paul’s, Scotland, 
challenged the members of 
Immanuel, Menno; Bethesda, 
Marion; and First English, Parker, 
to donate diapers for the Alpha 
Center in Sioux Falls. These four 
congregations are pastored by 
Rev. Brian Mosemann. In total, 47 
packs of diapers were delivered 
and many “thanks” were received.

The Diaper Derby went to town! 

Come and be refreshed in 
God’s Word at the Fall Chris-
tian Life Workshop, which 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 8 at Zion, Mitchell and 
Saturday, Oct. 15, at St. Paul, 
Spearfish. Please note the 
change in dates from the 
article that ran in August.

Rev. Robert Hinckley, pastor 
of Zion, Chamberlain, will 
present on “The Tabernacle/
Temple in the Bible.”

Visit sdlwml.org/ 
district-workshops.

Workshops  
are Oct. 8, 15

http://sddlcms.org/mission-ministries
http://sddlcms.org/mission-ministries
http://sdlwml.org/heart-2-heart-sisters
http://lwml.org/heart-to-heart
http://sdlwml.org/district-workshops
http://sdlwml.org/district-workshops
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the  
six months ending July 14, 2022, compared to the six months ending July 14, 2021

City, Congregation Comm.   2022  6 months    6 months          Avg/Per Comm. 
 Members*   Intention 2022 2021   2022          2021 City, Congregation Comm.   2022  6 months    6 months          Avg/Per Comm. 

 Members*   Intention 2022 2021   2022          2021

Circuit 1 – Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Our Savior  329  10,000  6,525  6,265  19.83  19.04 
Aberdeen, St. John   87  12,500  7,647  8,767  87.90  100.77 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  780  50,000  25,580  19,820  32.79  25.41 
Andover, Zion  106  -  900  -  8.49  -   
Britton, St. John  155  -  3,500  -  22.58  -   
Columbia, St. John  102  -  1,938  5,812  19.00  56.98 
Cresbard, Concordia  58  2,500  4,425  5,790  76.29  99.83 
Doland, Redeemer  43  -  1,000  1,500  23.26  34.88 
Ferney, St. Paul  165  4,000  4,000  2,000  24.24  12.12 
Groton, St. John  308  7,000  5,618  4,878  18.24  15.84 
Leola, St. Paul  48  500  -  -  -  -   
Mansfield, Trinity  280  25,000  15,738  14,508  56.21  51.81 
Redfield, Messiah  152  500  1,000  -  6.58  -   
Stratford, St. Paul  43  4,000  1,000  2,000  23.26  46.51 
Wecota, Immanuel  86  7,150  -  7,670  -  89.19 
Circuit 1 Totals  2,742  $123,150  $78,871  $79,010  28.76  28.81 

Circuit 2 – Watertown
Brookings, Mount Calvary  375  43,500  24,272  22,189  64.73  59.17 
Brookings, Peace  271   -   6,000  -   22.14  - 
Corona, Trinity  146   2,000  945  752   6.47  5.15 
Flandreau, Redeemer  37   3,800  1,900  1,500  51.35  40.54 
Milbank, Bethlehem  62  300  -  -  -  -   
Milbank, Emanuel  575  -  10,000  22,292  17.39  38.77 
Revillo, St John  126  4,000  1,249  1,155  9.91  9.17 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  3,900  1,375  1,100  8.54  6.83 
Watertown, Mount Olive  389  30,700  15,350  15,350  39.46  39.46 
Waubay, Zion  118  -  3,319  1,659  28.13  14.06 
White, Zion  77  5,000  900  900  11.69  11.69 
Wilmot, Our Savior  162  2,500  1,722  993  10.63  6.13 
Circuit 2 Totals  2,499  $95,700  $67,032  $67,890  26.82  27.17

Circuit 3 – Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  37  2,000  1,500  1,000  40.54  27.03 
Chamberlain, Zion  407  -  3,220  4,658  7.91  11.44 
Draper, St. Paul  21  -  -  -  -  -   
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  201  6,500  2,517  2,579  12.52  12.83 
Gregory, St. John  258  -  -  -  -  -   
Hamill, Zion  25  500  -  -  -  -   
Harrold, Immanuel  19  600  -  -  -  -   
Lebanon, Christ  23  -  -  -  -  -   
Midland, St. Peter  40  3,000  1,300  1,442  32.50  36.05 
Murdo, Messiah  76  3,000  1,262  1,265  16.61  16.64 
Norris, St. John  68  -  715  190  10.51  2.79 
Onida, Holy Cross  110  1,600  -  -  -  -   
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  -  -  -  -  -   
Pierre, Faith  1,478  -  26,250  22,500  17.76  15.22 
Presho, Zion  95  1,650  -  3,000  -  31.58 
Reliance, Trinity  38  -  -  -  -  -   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission   -  637  1,346  -   -   
Winner, Christ  68  2,000  500  1,500  7.35  22.06 
Circuit 3 Totals  3,014  $20,850  $37,901  $39,480  12.57  13.10 

Circuit 4 – Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  364  15,681  6,534  7,612  17.95  20.91 
Creighton, Emmanuel  52  -  -     -  -  -   
Custer, Our Redeemer  195  3,000  2,210  750  11.33  3.85 
Deadwood, Grace  73  3,000  1,750  1,500  23.97  20.55 
Hill City, Our Savior  23  -  1,000  -  43.48  -   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  308  7,000  3,500  3,500  11.36  11.36 
Rapid City, Bethlehem  448  28,388  14,194  13,834  31.68  30.88 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  125  2,700  1,885  1,845  15.08  14.76 
Rapid City, Peace  524  -  13,552  10,275  25.86  19.61 
Rapid City, Zion  792  27,000  13,500  12,000  17.05  15.15 
Spearfish, St. Paul  316  42,000  42,000  41,500  132.91  131.33 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  27  800  -  1,612  -  59.70 
Wall, First    201  2,100  -  -  -  -   
Circuit 4 Totals  3,448  $131,669  $100,125  $94,428  29.04  27.39

Circuit 5 – Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  222  8,000  4,000  5,000  18.02  22.52 
Delmont, Zion  99  16,000  8,000  8,000  80.81  80.81 
Dimock, Immanuel  166  15,000  10,442  8,006  62.90  48.23 
Emery, St. Peter  59  3,000  2,218  2,780  37.59  47.12 
Huron, Mount Calvary  766  70,000  19,951  27,183  26.05  35.49 
Mitchell, Zion  555  30,850  15,486  15,261  27.90  27.50 
Parkston, Faith  191  10,000  6,000  5,950  31.41  31.15 
Plankinton, St. Paul  145  -  -  1,000  -  6.90 
Tripp, Emmaus  57  -  1,250  1,250  21.93  21.93 
White Lake, Trinity  117  8,000  4,550  6,500  38.89  55.56 
Wessington Springs, Zion   75  -  -  650  -  8.67 
Wolsey, St. John  216  -  5,836  3,264  27.02  15.11 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  -   -  -  -  -   
Circuit 5 Totals  2,679  $160,850  $77,733  $84,844  29.02  31.67

Circuit 6 – Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  1,100  550  1,650  6.79  20.37 
Canistota, Zion  227  -  1,633  1,054  7.19  4.64 
Centerville, First English  64  2,000  725  1,334  11.33  20.84 
Emery, St. John  51  -  -  -  -  -   
Freeman, St. Paul  265  9,000  6,437  7,573  24.29  28.58 
Hartford, Trinity  96  3,000  -  -  -  -   
Howard, St. John  111  -  -  -  -  -   
Hurley, Zion  31  2,750  740  -  23.87  -   
Madison, Our Savior  221  3,600  1,800  2,100  8.14  9.50 
Marion, Bethesda  61  2,500  -  -  -  -   
Menno, Immanuel  62  3,000  2,268  2,533  36.58  40.85 
Montrose, St. John  88  -  -  -  -  -   
Parker, First English  43  2,000  5,000  10,000  116.28  232.56 
Scotland, St. Paul  31  600  350  300  11.29  9.68 
Spencer, Trinity  77  2,000  -  1,000  -  12.99 
Tea, Risen Savior  100  11,790  4,797  7,499  47.97  74.99 
Wentworth, St. Peter  181  7,750  3,229  3,875  17.84  21.41 
Circuit 6 Totals  1,790  $51,090  $27,529  $38,918  15.38  21.74

Circuit 7 – Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  285  15,000  7,500  6,820  26.32  23.93 
Sioux Falls, Christ  90  2,000  -  -  -  -   
Sioux Falls, Faith  619  43,500  25,375  18,125  40.99  29.28 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  179  12,500  6,294  6,000  35.16  33.52 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  725  50,000  19,270  18,686  26.58  25.77 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  324  24,000  14,500  14,000  44.75  43.21 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  214  10,000  5,000  5,000  23.36  23.36 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  35  -  -  -  -  -   
Sioux Falls, Zion  646  48,000  30,000  35,250  46.44  54.57 
Circuit 7 Totals  3,117  $205,000  $107,939  $103,881  34.63  33.33 

Circuit 8 – Yankton
Alcester, Peace  113  3,000  1,713  1,476  15.16  13.06 
Avon, Zion  190  -  2,793  2,535  14.70  13.34 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  173  25,814  9,225  8,541  53.32  49.37 
Fairfax, Trinity  71  4,500  -  6,500  -  91.55 
Springfield, Our Savior  24  100  -  -  -  -   
Tyndall, St. John  132  2,500  -  1,000  -  7.58 
Utica, Martinus  65  -  1,001  892  15.40  13.72 
Vermillion, Concordia  81  -  5,040  3,600  62.22  44.44 
Wagner, St. John  231  9,000  4,500  4,500  19.48  19.48 
Yankton, St. John  1,107  53,000  22,083  22,083  19.95  19.95 
Circuit 8 Totals  2,187  $97,914  $46,355  $51,127  21.20  23.38

GRAND TOTALS  21,476  $886,223  $543,485  $559,578  25.31  26.06 

Comm. Members = Communicant membership as of Feb. 4, 2021 per LCMS church 
locator website

*$1,000 of Our Savior, Aberdeen is for 2021 Missions

*
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Dear Friends in Christ,
Laura and I have always valued life. It was one of the first 
really important things we talked about. Laura told me of her 
desire to do foster care while we were still dating. She had 
spent time in foster care herself and wanted to give back. I had 
never met anyone who believed in the sanctity of 
life like she did. She believed wholeheartedly that 
life begins at conception. It was one of the reasons 
I desired to be with her forever.

Laura is trained as a social worker. We know that 
just as much as there is a need to confess that 
life is precious, there is also a need to support 
unwed mothers, young families and children in 
the foster care system. Many pro-choice advocates 
accuse us Christians of caring for a child while 
it’s in the womb, but not caring for the child after 
it’s born. We wanted to defy this cliche and we 
both wanted to share our home with children in 
need. We wanted to provide a place that was safe 
for children. Laura wanted to nurture children 
who needed it, and I wanted to be for children a 
father figure they could trust. Even before we had 
Gracelynn, we had a burning desire to give to others because 
someone gave of themselves to protect and care for Laura, and 
our Lord gave so much to both of us.

In the beginning, we were fostering. We felt that if the right 

situation presented itself we may adopt a child, but we were 
still learning and probably weren’t ready for that. Over the 
years more than a dozen children have stayed with us — some 
for months and others for days. Every situation is different. 
And I won’t lie — some of them have been hard. Often a child 

will pack up and head out and you probably won’t 
see or talk to them again. Yet you know that in 
an hour of need you provided safety and love to a 
child who needed it. It is definitely an extension 
of preserving life and Christian sacrifice and love 
for neighbor. 

Please stay tuned for Part 2.

Rev. Drevlow serves as senior pastor of 
Our Redeemer, Sioux Falls.

Have you been blessed to know the difference 
Jesus has made using your work and witness in 
His name? I’d enjoy hearing that life story. A fellow 
worker may need to hear it. Contact me at:

•  pcnavurskis@gmail.com
•  605-352-7121

Rev. Chris Navurskis  
South Dakota District Life Coordinator 
Pastor, Mount Calvary, Huron

Feel good about fostering
Rev. Ryan Drevlow shares his family’s journey of foster and adoption care (Part 1 of 2)

We love to feature a wide variety of 
news occurring in our district con-
gregations. If you have announce-
ments, special events or human 
interest stories, please share with 
your brothers and sisters in Christ of 
the South Dakota District. 

Send submissions to Kate Meadows:
kate@katemeadows.com or
420 E. Liberty Street, 
Rapid City, SD 57701

The deadline for the November issue 
is Sept. 15.

SHARE 
YOUR NEWS 

WITH US!

Just as much as 
there is a need 
to confess that 

life is precious, 
there is also a 
need to support 
unwed mothers, 
young families and 
children in the 
foster care system.
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